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Library Profile
The new Rohnert Park-Cotati Regional Library provides a vision
for the entire county of the types of services a modern library
provides. The new facility is part of the developing Rohnert Park
Civic Center.

The service area includes the communities of Rohnert Park, Cotati,
and the surrounding unincorporated areas.

Other libraries visited by Rohnert Park-Cotati’s patronage include
Santa Rosa Central and Petaluma. About 15% of the library’s
patrons reported an interest in Spanish language materials, reflecting
the service population’s similar proportion of Hispanic/Latino
residents.

Library Needs
The new Rohnert Park-Cotati Regional Library will solve many of
the problems experienced at the current facility. It will offer more
than twice the seating, at a rate per capita comfortably within the
Master Plan guidelines. It will also offer a much higher number of
public computers and more shelf space, allowing the library to
expand its collection and technology programs.

Rohnert Park-Cotati Regional Library patrons described the original
(former) library in this way…

Liked most: Improvements needed:
+ Location and convenience - More books
+ Friendly staff - More computers
+ Collection - Longer hours

Recommendations
The master plan suggests that an additional 11,000 sf of library
space is needed by 2025 to serve the two city regional area. The
space should be added to the existing facility to maintain the

Service Current Future
Population served 54,654 73,463
Building size 25,000 sf 33,500 – 37,000 sf
Collection 60,988 vols. 167,500 – 185,100 vols.
Computers 35 55 – 60
Seats 203 seats 200 – 250 seats
Group study area 0 seats 20 – 25 seats
Storytelling space 0 seats 40 – 45 seats
Meeting room 102 seats 120 - 130 seats

Service Area Map + Demographics

2000 Service Area Population: 54,654
2025 Service Area Population: 73,463

Population by Age:
0-4 years   5%
5-19 years 18%
20-44 years 32%
45-64 years 26%
65+ 19%

Population by Ethnicity:
White 81%
Black + African-American   2%
American Indian   1%
Asian   5%
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander   0%
Other   5%
Two or More Races   6%

Hispanic or Latino* 13%

Recommendations
Strategy: Improvement
Building Area:      33,500-37,000 sf

*The Hispanic or Latino designation reflects a cultural heritage and
not an ethnic group. Therefore, this designation is reported
separately from ethnicity.
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What residents said:

“My child loves to read and learn,
partly due to having this library!”

survey respondent

“3,000 years from now, surviving
humans will dig up our library and
find out if anyone ever returned that
book I needed last week.”

survey respondent

“The library is the foundation of
education and a symbol of freedom
and opportunity. Without the library,
there is no community. It’s the
catalyst bridging the past to the
future.”

survey respondent

“Without the non-fiction books I
read, I would degenerate by drying
up and dying. Mind exercise is
essential to life.”

survey respondent
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economy of scale possible by consolidating service in one facility. Additional
square footage could be added on a second floor of the new facility which was
designed to accommodate future expansion. However, the usage patterns for the
new Rohnert Park-Cotati Regional Library should be studied for the first two
years of operation to see if Cotati residents are accessing the library at the new
location adequately. If not, the additional square footage may need to be located
more centrally in Cotati with a new library.

Implementation
The new Rohnert Park-Cotati Regional Library is expected to meet the needs of
the service area for the next decade, and as such is in priority Group 3. Patron
usage patterns should be studied after the new library has been open for about two
years in order to gauge how well it meets the needs of the service area.

The new library has been designed to accommodate a second floor addition in the
future. One approach to meet future needs would be to expand the new library.
Another would be to create a separate Cotati service area; this option would likely
increase the needed 2025 building area due to the need for duplicated services in
a separate library facility, and would certainly increase operating costs for the
Sonoma County Library.

Both of these options should be the subject of a feasibility study. Planning should
begin in about two years with an update of library service needs and a building
program. These should be undertaken as part of a focused predesign study by
experienced professionals that sets out project requirements, budget, and schedule
in detail.

Rohnert Park-Cotati
Regional Library


