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Library Profile
The Bodega Bay area does not currently have its own library. The
current service population of the Sebastopol Regional Library is
assumed to include Bodega Bay and the surrounding communities;
however, a mapping study of 8,500 patrons at libraries in Sonoma
County showed that only 20 addresses were from coastal areas.
Nearly 30% of residents in the proposed Bodega Bay service area
are age 65 or older, a group not typically as mobile as their younger
neighbors.

Library Needs
The coastal communities of Sonoma County need access to library
materials with sufficient breadth and depth to meet their reading,
research, and resource needs. Beyond the collection, however,
residents of Bodega Bay and the surrounding communities also
require access to the “people spaces” — group study areas, public
meeting rooms, and the like — that modern libraries strive to
provide to the community.

Recommendations
Residents of Bodega Bay and nearby areas have to travel long
distances for library service. The time has finally come to provide
convenient local library service to the county’s southwest coastal
region, from the Marin border up to Jenner. A small but full-service
community library is proposed that will provide a nice range of
materials, access to technology, a storytelling space, group study
and program rooms, and more. The proposed 3,750 - 4,150 square
foot facility is envisioned to be a vital resource and hub of
community life. The library should be a single-story building.

Service Current Future
Population served 0 2,231
Building size 0 sf 3,750 – 4,150 sf
Collection 0 vols. 10,000 vols.
Computers 0 4 – 5
Seats 0 seats 21 – 23 seats
Group study area 0 seats 4 seats
Storytelling space 0 seats 14 – 16 seats
Meeting room 0 seats 50 - 55 seats

Service Area Map + Demographics

2000 Service Area Population:       0
2025 Service Area Population: 2,231

Population by Age:
0-4 years   5%
5-19 years 15%
20-44 years 29%
45-64 years 23%
65+ 28%

Population by Ethnicity:
White 90%
Black + African-American   0%
American Indian   2%
Asian   2%
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander   0%
Other   5%
Two or More Races   1%

Hispanic or Latino*   9%

Recommendations
Strategy:   New Library
Building Area:      3,750 – 4,150  sf

*The Hispanic or Latino designation reflects a cultural heritage and
not an ethnic group. Therefore, this designation is reported
separately from ethnicity.
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Implementation
The Bodega Bay area is in priority Group 1 in terms of needs because there is no
library in the immediate area. As the service area is unincorporated, many local
services are provided by the County. The County would be the lead agency for the
development of the new library. Site selection should follow recommendations in
the Master Plan. Particular attention should be paid to selecting a location that is
convenient to the principal highways and roads connecting the service area as well
as visible to the community. As community focus group participants communicated
their strong desire for a focal point, the library may be a good partner for a community
center or other shared community facility.

Prior to proceeding with construction, an update of library service needs and a
building program should be prepared by experienced professionals. These should
be undertaken as part of a focused predesign study that sets out project requirements,
budget, and schedule in detail.

The County of Sonoma and the Sonoma County Library will collaborate on
developing funding and finding a suitable site. Public input in the site selection and
design process will help guide decision making and ensure that the new library
reflects community values.
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